
Police and Crime Commissioner for South Wales
Response to the Police and Crime Panel 15 December 2015

I have set out below my responses to questions received from the Police and Crime Panel 
in relation to psychoactive substances 

 

1. What is the prevalence of Psychoactive Substances in the South Wales Police 
area – please provide a summary of its prevalence?

 
South Wales Police recording of seizures of new psychoactive substances (NPS) is 
difficult to accurately report on due to the varying chemical make ups of the drugs, 
including a significant percentage of new psychoactive substances having class A or B 
drugs contained within them. In addition a significant number of new psychoactive 
substances are also submitted through various ways to the WEDINOS project which in 
turn provides an accurate picture of the current new psychoactive substances in 
circulation within the South Wales Police area
 
Intelligence received since 19/08/2015 refers to the following new psychoactive 
substances products as being supplied within the South Wales Police Force area –

Spice, 
Black Mamba
Ecstasy Dust
Jelly Bears
Pandora Reborn
Cherry Bomb

 

‘Spice’ being the most common and is specifically referenced in intelligence logs relating 
to Central BCU (Barry), Northern BCU (Gurnos and Merthyr) and Eastern BCU (Cardiff), 
although all BCUs have returned intelligence relating to the supply of new psychoactive 
substances either through retail outlets or by individuals.
 
Intelligence indicates businesses previously identified as supplying new psychoactive 
substances products are now being cautious about supplying directly themselves with 
indications of approaches to individuals to supply on their behalf. A number of people 
also appear to be purchasing new psychoactive substances products to supply to young 
people within the vicinity of retail outlets known to previously supply them. There is 
intelligence relating to the supply of new psychoactive substances within the local HM 
Prison estate with one individual attempting to have himself recalled under licence in 
order to smuggle new psychoactive substances and other contraband into prison in order 
to settle a drug debt.

 
2.       How is South Wales Police responding to the use and supply of Psychoactive 

Substances?
 

Within the South Wales Police strategic assessment structure the Force Intelligence and 
Organised Crime Unit (FIOCU) have strategic ownership for Organised Crime. A strand 
of the Organised Crime strategy is Drug Related Harm. A quarterly Drug Steering Group 



meeting takes place, where there is representation from all specialist departments and 
BCU’s along with other law enforcement agencies and treatment partners. This Drug 
Steering Group responds under the 4 P’s (Prevent, Pursue, Protect, Prepare) of the 
National Crime strategy and holistically focusses on the risks associated with drug 
related harm, which includes the use of and the sales of them.
 
In addition with the notification of the Psychoactive Substance Bill coming into being in 
April 2016, ACC Holland convened a bespoke new psychoactive substances group 
focussing specifically on the threats associated with new psychoactive substances 
related harm. These meetings were convened in July 2015 and are held quarterly. This 
group comprises of police, Commissioner’s team and other partners. A strategic delivery 
plan has been compiled which focuses on our response to the use and supply of 
psychoactive substances along with many other factors surrounding new psychoactive 
substances.
 
Finally South Wales Police is represented on the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) 
national new psychoactive substances working group by DI Dinlle Francis, as such we 
are able to cascade and feed up information and are able to influence national policy to 
ensure that the interests of South Wales Police and our communities are catered for at a 
national level.

 
 
3.       Have Police Officers been adequately trained to deal with the use and supply of 

Psychoactive Substances?
 

New and emerging drug awareness training has been delivered over the last 18 months 
by an outside supplier (Liam Watson, Drugs Training), this has been aimed at front line 
resources, including PC’s and PCSO’s, this training has been very well received.  A 
review is being carried out on current training input to new recruits/PCSOs to ascertain 
level of knowledge and understanding of staff.  A training and awareness input is being 
developed by the NPCC new psychoactive substances Working Group and will be 
shared with all forces prior to the new Bill coming into being.
 
The All Wales Schools Liaison Programme is well established and provides ongoing 
training and support to local schools in regard to a number of key areas including drugs 
awareness.  A function of the programme is the provision of support to school 
management teams in regard to development of effective drugs policy. Schools 
community police officers are trained each year by Liam Watson, Drugs Training. In April 
this year the focus was new psychoactive substances and current trends. The South 
Wales Police Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator attends any free training and cascades 
this back to the Coordinators in our regular monthly meetings.  Updates are passed on to 
the schools community police officers.

 



 4.       To what extent do local policing priorities reflect national priorities to tackle the 
use and supply of Psychoactive Substances?

 
Each year a Force strategic assessment takes place and the highest threats facing South 
Wales Police are identified and scored against a standardised Management of Risk in 
Law Enforcement (MoRiLE) risk assessment tool. During this assessment process due 
regard and cognisance is given to the National Crime Agency (NCA) strategic 
assessment, along with other nationally produced data, along with the assessment 
carried out by the Regional Organised Crime Unit (ROCU)
 
Within the South Wales strategic assessment structure the Force Intelligence and 
Organised Crime Unit (FIOCU) have strategic ownership for Organised Crime. A strand 
of this Organised Crime strategy is Drug Related Harm. FIOCU have therefore put in 
place a control strategy plan to mitigate against the threat posed by drug related harm. 
This control strategy is shared with all BCU’s and is reflected on daily management 
meetings and all other associated tasking meetings as one of the priorities of South 
Wales Police.

 
5.       Please outline the contribution of South Wales Police to any multi agency 

approaches to preventing the use and supply of Psychoactive Substances?

Through the work of the Drug Steering Group and also the new psychoactive substances 
working group good relationships have emerged and matured between partners working 
jointly on 1 delivery plan to tackle the threat from new psychoactive substances  harm. 
An example of this being that there is planned joint visits across South Wales Police by 
Trading Standards and South Wales Police prior to the commencement of the new Bill so 
that we ensure early active engagement with retailers and manufacturers of new 
psychoactive substances. Advising them of the upcoming new legislation and the 
potential criminality involved.  

A recent example of excellent partnership working is in Western BCU where a shop-
owner from Morriston in Swansea has been sent to prison following a joint police and 
trading standards investigation into the sale of dangerous ‘legal highs’. The owner of 
Rebel Rebel in Woodfield Street in Morriston appeared at Swansea Crown Court where 
he pleaded guilty to selling goods that are banned under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 
(Temporary Class Drugs) Order 2015. He was jailed for three years and six months. The 
case follows a joint investigation with Swansea Council Trading Standards following 
numerous complaints about the sale of new psychoactive substances.

 
6.       Are there any national initiatives and or good practice guidance that can be 

used by South wales Police in tackling the use and supply Psychoactive 
Substances?

                
A draft national operational implementation plan is being drawn up and circulated 
through the NPCC new psychoactive substances working group and will be distributed 
to all forces, this is likely to take place in December. Detective Inspector Francis 



continues to attend the new psychoactive substances Working Group implementation 
meetings and is involved in the shaping and subsequent sharing of such packages as 
they develop. 
 
National workshops are being held on 22 / 26 .02.16, two South Wales Police 
representatives will attend. DI Francis is also liaising with Police Scotland to obtain and 
share best practice being developed there.  
 
The new psychoactive substances national week of action is taking place during week 
commencing 30th November 2015. There are planned lessons being delivered to school 
children by schools community police officers and further BCU based initiatives are 
being planned.


